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The Taming of the Tongue – Part 2
James 3:3-6a
Introduction:

An Epitaph in a Cemetery in England,
“Beneath this stone, a lump of clay, lies Arabella Young, Who, on the 24th of May, finally began to hold her tongue.”
The tongue is a rather generic body part, unlike the:

· nose – “turned up nose”

· lips - “lips sweeter than wine”

· eyes - “Spanish eyes” martial and marital

· ears - “ears like flowers”

No songs extolling the beauty of the tongue. Yet, the Tongue (organ) is a revealer of:

· What we think – (and what we are thinking)

· What we like – stick out your tongue

· How we feel – stick out your tongue 

The tongue (speech) also tells many things. People will judge us on our tongue – speech.
1.  Sometimes it is not a good indicator

We did not mean what we said or we were misunderstood.

Rule - measure twice – saw once.
If you don’t think ahead, you will have to open your mouth to change feet.
2.  People can be hurt by our tongue

Some things are better left unsaid. Just because you think it, doesn’t mean you have to say it.

Parable of the Talents (John Wesley) Remember: one man buried his talent. My talent is to speak my mind. I don’t think God would mind if you buried that one.

3.  Humans are the only creatures that can communicate by their speech.

4.  There is a safety lock on this deadly weapon. It is the ability to bite your tongue.
James has had the tongue in mind throughout this Epistle: 1:19; 1:26; 2:12; 4:11; 5:9.
The Context: In verse one, “Teachers are judged more severely.”
“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” (3:1)
I.  The Discipline of the Tongue   3:2-5a

         Verse 2 “No teacher is faultless”

A. The Exhortation - 3:2

“For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.”
B. The Illustrations - 3:3-5a
              Two of the most obvious things guided by man – a living creature

1. The Horse and the Bit – 3:3
Not camel or donkey or ox, probably not a plow horse, but a spirited steed – for military purposes. You don’t want a docile horse in battle. Horses have a mind of their own and you need to harness that mind and use it.
You put bits in their mouths and they turn the whole body – A little piece of medal controls 1000 pound horse.

Point: control the mouth and you can control the whole body.

2. The Ship and the Rudder – 3:4

The largest man made vehicle (before Hummers) was the German Bismarck (WWII)
Point: Control the rudder, you control the ship.
Application: “Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.” (3:5a) - control your tongue and you will control your entire body. 
II. The Destructiveness of the Tongue – 3:5b -6

       The reason the tongue must be controlled is because it is very destructive.

     A. Destructiveness Stated – 3:5b

“See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 
     B. Destructiveness Illustrated – 3:6a
“And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.”

The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.”

      C. Destructiveness Specified - 3:6b
“And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.  The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.”
1. The Tongue is Disposed to Much Sin “A world of iniquity”
It will do you a world of good six of the works of the flesh Galatians 6 are of the tongue.

“Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

2. The Tongue is Defiling “defiles the whole body”
Matthew 15:1-2

Pharisees’ question: “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”

Jesus’ answer: 15:11

“Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”
Jesus’ explanation: 15:17-20

“Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.
3. The Tongue is Damning - Sets on Fire the Course of Nature
You are the master of the unspoken word. The spoken word is master of you.
4. The Tongue is Demonized - Set on Fire by Hell - Gehenna the Place of Endless Fire.
                Hell is another way of saying Satan is behind it.

III. The Defiance of the Tongue – 3:7-8
A. Its Defiance Indicated – 3:7-8a
1. Land Creatures - All without distinction not all without exception
· Beasts

· Birds

· Reptiles

2. Sea Creatures can be Tamed 

· Dolphins 

· Whales

3. The Tongue Can’t be Tamed 

It defies all attempts at taming. The most untamable beast in the world has its den right behind your teeth.

Is there no hope? Of course there’s hope. We will get control of our tongue when the Holy Spirit gets control of us.

B. Its Defiance Illustrated – 3:8b-c
“It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”

1. It’s like a beast that can’t be busted “an unruly evil”.

2. It’s like a snake that can’t be trusted “full of deadly poison”.
IV. The Duplicity of the Tongue – 3:9-12
A. Its Duplicity Indicated – 3:9-10

“With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.
                 1.  We Bless God with it
                 2.  We Curse men – made in the image of God

                 3.  We do that with the Same Mouth
Things should not be like that.
B. Duplicity Illustrated – 3:11-12
“Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh.” 
1.  The fountain gives only one kind of water.
2.  A fig tree does not produce olives. (Does an apple tree bring forth oranges?)
3.  A grape vine does not produce figs. (Does a grape vine produce plums?)
4.  Salt water cannot produce fresh water.
If it shouldn’t be like that; why is it like that?
The Two Natures:
· Old Nature – what we were in Adam

· New Nature – what we are in Christ

Conclusion:

